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became Regent during Louis XV's minority. If Louis XV
should die — and since he was extremely delicate it seemed
probable that he would die young — the Duke of Orleans
would become King unless the Treaty of Utrecht were broken
and Philip V were allowed to succeed to France. The
interest of the Regent lay therefore in the maintenance of
the Peace; that of Philip, in its abolition. The Duke
therefore set to work to secure an English alliance, and the
Whigs found themselves not merely maintaining a Tory
peace, but also adopting the Tory policy of friendship with
France in defiance of every known Whig tradition.
England's chief desire was for peace.   Finding Alberoni Engiaad at-
anxious also for this, the Townshend Ministry (1714-17) safeguard
concluded a commercial treaty with Spain.    Next, English	06 °
influence was used to settle differences between Holland
and the Empire, and to induce the Emperor to accept the
Barrier Treaty, which provided for certain forts on the
boundary between the Austrian Netherlands and France to
be garrisoned by Dutch troops and to be maintained at the
joint expense of Holland and the Empire, In 1716 Secretary
Stanhope took advantage of the pacific intentions of Orleans
to effect a treaty with France, and in the next year the
alliance of England with France was converted into the
Triple Alliance by the addition of Holland. France renewed by the Triple
her guarantee of the Hanoverian Succession, promised to 1717.
expel the Pretender from France and to carry out the
demolition of the fortifications of Dunkirk. On the other
hand, England reiterated her promise to maintain the
separation of the thrones of France and Spain. The Alliance
was therefore an international defence of the throne of
George I in England and of the power of Orleans in France.
Stanhope, who had successfully conducted these negotiations
with Dubois, the French Minister, now succeeded Townshend
at the head of the Ministry, which lasted from 1717 to 1721,
Townshend being removed to be Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland.
Meanwhile Elizabeth Farnese's plans had been ripening. The oppo*
and in 1717 an opportunity for action presented itself.   The Elizabeth
arrest of a Spanish official in Italy by imperial orders was Famese
followed by the seizure of Sardinia by Spanish, forces.

